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Zidovské muzeum v Praze

Judah Loew ben Bezalel, Derush Na'eh he-Shabbat ha-Gadol,

Prague, 1589, Jewish Museum in Prague

Mytus a skutecnost
v roce 2009 si pfipomindame 400 let od
(mrtf véhlasného rabina Jehudy Levy
(Léwa) ben Becalela. Nabozensky, pedago-
gicky a filosoficky odkaz tohoto ucence
z(istava dodnes Zivy a inspirujici. Jen stézi
Ize najit jinou osobnost, ke které by se hlé-
silo tak pestré spolecenstvi ctiteld, lidi
s vyrazné odliSnou naboZenskou, filosofic-
kou a kulturnf orientacf. Pojeti rabiho Lowa
jako zosobnéni tajuplnosti ghetta, divo-
tvlirce, matematika a tviirce umélé bytosti
golema nenf sice historicky opravnéng,
poskytlo vSak prebohatou inspiraci umél-
clim. S jejim odrazem se miizeme setkat
jak v literature, tak ve vytvarném a drama-
tickém uméni. Své pravo na existenci ma
pravy i vysnény rabi Low, avSak rozpor
mezi historickym obrazem této osobnosti
a jejim prevazujicim chapanim je pro-
pastny. Tato skutecnost je natolik vy-
znamna, Ze posloufZila jako zéklad pojeti
celé vystavy, ktera ma dveé hlavni ¢asti.
Pruni je vénovéna historickému rabimu
Lowovi a autentickym tradicim s nim spo-
jenym, druhé je zasvécena odkazu rabiho
Léwa a plvodu legend spjatych s jeho
jménem.

Al e e
Jehuda ben Becalel, Derus nae he-Sabat ha-gadol, Praha 1589,

Myth and Reality

This year is the 400" anniversary of the
death of the renowned Rabbi Judah Loew
(Léw) ben Bezalel. The religious, peda-
gogical and philosophical legacy of this
scholar remains a lively inspiration to
this day. Few people have attracted such
a broad range of admirers, including those
with starkly contrasting religious, philo-
sophical and cultural views. The idea of
the Rabbi Loew as the personification

of the mystery of the ghetto, a miracle
worker, mathematician and creator of an
artificial being may not be historically
grounded but it has provided immense
inspiration for literature, art and drama.
The real and the imaginary Rabbi Loew
both have a right to exist, although there
is an immense divide between his histori-
cal legacy and the way he is predominant-
ly seen. This fact is of such importance
that it serves as the basis for the entire
exhibition concept. The exhibition com-
prises two parts: the first focuses on the
historical Rabbi Loew and the authentic
traditions connected with him, while the
second looks at Rabbi Loew's legacy and
the origin of the legends that are associ-
ated with his name.



Karel Wiirbs, Staronova synagoga z vychodu, kolorovana
rytina, kolem 1830, Zidovské muzeum v Praze

Karel Wiirbs, The Old-New Synagogue from the East,
coloured engraving, ca. 1830, Jewish Museum in Prague

< Pohdr pro kidus, pielom 16./17. stol., cizelované

a zlacené stfibro, stfedni Evropa, bez znacek vyrobce;
podle Gstni tradice byl tento pohér majetkem rabiho
L8wa, Zidovské muzeum v Praze

< Kiddush Cup, turn of the 16th/17th century, chased
silver gilt, Central Europe, without a maker's mark; ac-
cording to an oral tradition, it once belonged to Rabbi
Loew, Jewish Museum in Prague

Zivot a dilo rabiho Lowa

dy se presné Jehuda Leva ben Becalel

narodil, se s jistotou nevi. Pfedpo-
klada se, Ze se tak stalo kolem roku 1525
v polské Poznani v roding pochazejici z Prahy.
Jehuda pisobil v letech 1553-1573 jako
moravsky zemsky rabin. Svého postaveni
se v3ak vzdal a odeSel do Prahy, kde se stal
rektorem Klausu — soukromé rabinskeé aka-
demie. V této instituci byl ¢inny v letech
1573-1584 a 1588-1592. Funkei vrchniho
rabina v rodné Poznani zastaval v letech
15841588 a znovu 1592—1595. Roku 1596
byl prijat za vrchniho rabina v Praze. Zesnul
18. dne hebrejského mésice elul roku 5769
Zidovského letopoctu, tedy 17. zari 1609,
a je pochovan na Starém Zidovském
hibitové v Praze.
Jadro vystavy predstavujf jedinecné shir-
kové predméty, knihy a archivélie Zidovského
muzea v Praze, které obohacuji vzécné arte-
fakty zapdjcené z ceskych i zahranicnich
instituci. Mezi nejdiileZitéjSi exponaty patii
spisy rabiho Léwa dopInéné arednimi kni-
hami a texty souvisejicimi s jeho osobnosti.
Unikatni je dokument ze Stétniho archivu
ve Vidni z roku 1597 s podpisem velkého
Zidovského ucence. Ten mimo jiné proslul
svym setkanim s cisafem Rudolfem II. na

e

Wrocni modlitba u hrobu rabiho Lowa, Cyklus maleb
Prazského pohebniho bratrstva, olej na platné, kol. 1835,
Zidovské muzeum v Praze

The Life and Work of Rabbi Loew
Although his precise date of birth is un-
known, Rabbi Judah Loew ben Bezalel is
thought to have been born around 1525 in
the Polish city of Poznan, the son of parents
from Prague. He was the Chief Rabbi of
Moravia in 1553-1573, but he gave up his
position and moved to Prague where he be-
came a rector of the Klaus, a private rabbinic
academy. He was active at this institution in
1573-1584 and 1588—1592. He held the post
of Chief Rabbi of Poznan in 1584-1588 and
again in 1592-1595. He became Chief Rabbi
of Prague in 1596. He died on the 18" of Elul
5769 by the Jewish calendar (17 September
1609) and was buried in Prague’s Old Jewish
Cemetery.

The core of the exhibition features unique
objects, books and archival materials from
the collections of the Jewish Museum in
Prague, as well as rare artefacts on loan
from Czech and foreign institutions. Among
the most important exhibits are the writings
of Rabbi Loew, alongside official books and
texts associated with him. Also unique is

a 1597 document from the Austrian State
Archives in Vienna, which has a signature
by this great Jewish scholar whose fame
spread following his meeting with Emperor



Anniversary Prayer at the Grave of Rabbi Loew, Cycle of paintings
of the Prague Burial Society, oil on canvas, ca. 1835,
Jewish Museum in Prague

Prazském hradé. Stolni zvonek Rudolfa II.

ze slitiny sedmi kova dle kabalistického na-
vodu, zapdjceny videriskym Uméleckohisto-
rickym muzeem, je dal$i vzacnosti, kterou
Ize na vystavé zhlédnout.

\lystava rovnéz zahrnuje vyvoj prazského
ghetta a Zidovského hibitova v dobé rabiho
Lowa. Diky Muzeu hlavniho mésta Prahy

je mozno zhlédnout v trojrozmérném zobra-
zeni nejvyznacné;si stavby prazského Zidov-
ského Mésta, jak je ve svém modelu zachytil
v 18. stoleti Antonin Langweil. Vedle domu
rabiho Ldwa jsou predstaveny nejvyznam-
néjsi verejné stavby, néhrobky velkého ucence
a jeho potomkd a dalSich vyznamnych osob-
nosti konce 16. a pocatku 17. stoleti.

Povésti a legendy
ronif je, Ze SirSi vefejnost dnes Jehudu
ben Becalela znd predevsim diky golemov-
ské legendg, s niZ byl spojen az v 19. stoleti
a Jiz vystava rovnéZ predstavi. V navaznosti
na texty némeckych romantikd vysly v Praze
v roce 1847 Sippurim (hebrejsky Pribéhy),
které uvedly soubor povésti o rabim Lowovi
a jeho golemovi do Sirokého povédomi.
Do souboru povésti je zafadil Alois Jirasek,
Josef Svétek ¢i Adolf Wenig. Svého nejvét-
Siho rozsitenf vsak golemovské legendy

Rudolf Il at Prague Castle. Another rare ex-
hibit is a table bell that was made from an
alloy of seven metals on the basis of kab-
balistic instructions and belonged to Rudolf II;
this is on loan from the Kunsthistorisches
Museum in Vienna.

The exhibition also traces the development
of the Prague ghetto and the Jewish ceme-
tery during the lifetime of Rabbi Loew.
Thanks to the City of Prague Museum, it is
possible to see a 3D depiction of the most
important buildings of Prague’s Jewish
Town, as rendered in an 18" century model
by Antonin Langweil. In addition to Rabbi
Loew's house, this shows the major public
buildings and the tombstones of Rabbi
Loew and other prominent figures from

the late 16th and early 17th centuries.

Myths and Legends

Ironically, the general public now knows
Judah Loew ben Bezalel mainly due to the
golem legend, with which he was not as-
sociated until the nineteenth century and
which is also featured in the exhibition.
Broader awareness of legends about Rabbi
Loew and his golem was raised in 1847
with the publication in Prague of Sippurim
[Tales], which followed on from the works



doséhly na pocatku 20. stoleti. Tehdy vznikla
na toto téma fada literrnich dél od autor(i
jako Judl Rosenberg, Gustav Meyrink nebo
Chajim Bloch. Wtvarnou podobu rabiho
L6wa a golema jako prvni zachytil ve svych
kresbach Mikolas Ales, pozdéji Hugo Stei-
ner-Prag, pomnik rabiho Léwa vytvoril pro
priceli prazské Nové radnice sochar
Ladislav Saloun. Hra o rabim Léwovi a jeho
golemovi se hrala také v prazském Osvobo-
zeném divadle (1930). Nejvétsi ohlas vSak
mélo filmové zpracovani golemovskych po-
vésti ve snimcich Paula Wegenera (1914,
1917, 1920), Juliana Duviviéra (1936) nebo
Martina Frice ve filmu Cisartiv pekar

a pekariv cisar(1951).

of the German Romantics. These legends
were also included in works by Alois
Jirasek, Josef Svatek and Adolf Wenig.
Golem legends were most widespread,
however, at the beginning of the 20™ cen-
tury, when a number of literary works on
this theme were written by such authors
as Yudel Rosenberg, Gustav Meyrink and
Chaim Bloch. Rabbi Loew and the golem
were depicted in art first by Mikolas Ale$
and later by Hugo Steiner-Prag. A monu-
ment to Rabbi Loew was made by sculptor
Ladislav Saloun for the front of Prague’s
New Town Hall. A play about Rabbi Loew
and his golem was performed at the Liber-
ated Theatre in 1930. The greatest success,
however, was with the film versions of the
golem legends by Paul Wegener (1914,
1917, 1920), Julian Duviviér (1936) and
Martin Fric (in the 1951 film The Emperor’s
Baker and the Golem).

Hugo Steiner-Prag: Golem,
litografie, 1916,
Zidovské muzeum v Praze

Hugo Steiner-Prag: Golem,
lithograph, 1916,
Jewish Museum in Prague

< Ladislav Saloun (1870-1946),
Model k plastice rabiho Lowa na
budové prazského magistratu

na Maridnském nameésti; 1910,
Zidovské muzeum v Praze

< Ladislav Saloun (1870-1946),
Model for the Rabbi Loew Monument
at Prague City Hall on Marian Square,
1910, Jewish Museum in Prague
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PATH OF LIFE RABBI LOEW
©®1525-1609

Vystava poradand Spravou Prazského hradu
a Zidovskym muzeem v Praze k 400. vyro&i
tmrti rabiho Jehudy Levy ben Becalela

An exhibition held by the Prague Castle
Administration and the Jewish Museum

in Prague for the 400th anniversary of the
death of Rabbi Judah Loew ben Bezalel
5/8 — 8/11 2009 Cisarskd konirna Prazského
hradu / Imperial Stables, Prague Castle

Kuratofi / Curators: Arno Pafik, Alexandr Putik
Komisarka vystavy / Exhibition commissioner: Eva Kosakovéa

Katalog vydalo Nakladatelstvi Academia

a Zidovské muzeum v Praze

Catalogue published by the Academia Publishing
House and the Jewish Museum in Prague

Nahrobek rabiho Lowa na Starém Zidovském hibitové v Praze,
slivenecky mramor, 1610, Zidovské muzeum v Praze

Tombstone of Rabbi Loew at the Old Jewish Cemetery in Prague,
Slivenec marble, 1610, Jewish Museum in Prague

VSTUPNE / ADMISSION OTEVRENO DENNE / OPEN DAILY 10-18
PIné / Basic 160 K&
Snizené / Reduced 100 K¢
Rodinné / Family 220 Ké

Skupinové vstupné pro zaky ZS a SS /1 74k — 40 K&

Group tickets for pupils of elementary

and secondary schools /per pupil — 40 K¢

INFOMACE / INFORMATION

office@jewishmuseum.cz, www.jewishmuseum.cz / www.kulturanahrade.cz

20% sleva se vstupenkou na vystavu u pokladen v historickych synagogach

a na Starém Zidovském htbitové v prazském Zidovském Mésts

20% discount after showing the exhibition ticket at the cash desks of

the historic synagogues and the Old Jewish Cemetery in Prague’s Jewish Town

PATRON OF CULTURAL EVENTS ORGANIZED
BY THE PRAGUE CASTLE ADMINISTRATION
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HLAVNI MEDIALNI PARTNER

GENERALNI PARTNER / GENERAL PARTNER

&epy-.

MAIN MEDIA PARTNER

DYNA Prafove (> ministeRsIVO
mer  EE GO =
Dkit Q@

MEDIALNI PARTNERI / MEDIA PARTNERS

<
ces'teens DNES R

cesKA TELEVIZE



